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ABSTRACT

Ethiopia’s major staple crop is Teff (EragrostifjefTeff is one of the most important crops for fancome and
food security in Ethiopia. Despite the importandeteff in Ethiopia, yields are remarkably low. Loueld due to low
adoption of improved agricultural technologies &libved to be the main factor. Awareness is endmgeto the decision
to adopt; thus, awareness and adoption are modgtattly to allow us to interpret awareness as agudial policy
variable which can be used to influence the proligbdf adoption. Therefore, this study was carriegt to assess the
awareness of improved cultivation and post-harvesinagement practices of teff by smallholder tefiméas.
The study used both quantitative and qualitativeeagch approaches. Cross sectional survey resedegign was
employed to collect data. Among the 19 districtthisn West Shoa zone, Chaliyadistrict was purpogiselected because
this district has 6815 ha of land under teff undettivation, out of which only 46 ha are under iroped practices.
The number ofrespondents to be selected from eaatomly selected eight villages was determineddaseProbability
Proportional to Size (PPS). The respondents (238)ewselected from the eight villages by using ramdsampling
technique. The data were collected using semi-strad interview schedule, key informant interviewsl focus group
discussions. The collected data were coded, tabdland analysed usingdescriptive statistical tbstthis research,
it was found that the awareness on mechanical taedine sowing, less seed rate and transplantuag less among the
respondents, which was a major constraint in adoptiThe awareness about the benefits of row plgntimnsplanting
and use of mechanical thresher was low among thpordents. Therefore, the extension agency shaulfbgh more
efforts to create awareness on these technologiesits benefits by employing effective and suital@smunication

methods as the awareness was low on these tecliemlog
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